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Arts in Education

Background

Arts education not only cultivates imagination, self-expression, and creativity, but also plays a vital role in the development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills. It promotes visual literacy, which enables students to analyze and interpret the meaning of complex visual imagery that permeates the media and popular culture. Additionally, the arts provide a point of departure for learning in other disciplines, including social studies, history, literature, science, and math. Research has shown that arts education increases interest in academic learning, cognitive and basic skills development, and the development of academic achievement skills. Arts education presents a window through which students are exposed to a diverse and dynamic world of

perspectives and cultures. And, among these many other benefits, arts education equips students with skills essential to success in the current economic environment. In order for the US to continue as a leader in innovation, we must be stimulating the minds of students to think creatively. 

Despite these findings and the inclusion of arts as one of the “core academic subjects” in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act – No Child Left Behind Act (ESEA-NCLB) on the federal level, many schools faced with tightening budgets fail to fund arts programs. Schools that provide little or no arts education are denying students the opportunity to master skills that will best prepare them for the highly competitive labor market of the 21st century. Arts education is a fundamental component of comprehensive learning for grades K-12. With the passage of SB1 last year, PTA wishes to ensure that the commitment to arts as a program focus area for reviews is strong and well articulated in Kentucky.
PTA Position

PTA supports the expansion of legislation and changes in executive agency regulations that include arts education in core requirements for a high quality, comprehensive public education.

PTA supports the expansion and improvement of activities that prepare teachers to incorporate the arts into the curriculum of other academic subjects to supplement and engage student learning.

Talking Points
· SB1 specifically requires an annual program review of the arts programming in schools, but the specifics of this review process have not been defined. We are grateful that #7 on the list of expectations set out in the bill refer to enhancing students ability to Express their creative talents and interests in visual arts, music, dance and dramatic arts, but the interpretation of how to achieve this can be very broad. We urge the establishment of rigorous and meaningful criteria for these program reviews.
· The arts are designated as a “core academic subject” in the ESEA-NCLB, requiring schools to enable all students to achieve in the arts and to reap the full benefits of a comprehensive arts education. In spite of this federal direction, access to arts education in our schools is eroding, largely due to the costs associated with implementation.

· According a 2007 Conference Board report, there is overwhelming support from school superintendents (98 percent) and corporate leaders (96 percent) that creativity is of increasing importance to the U.S workforce. Further, a Lake Research poll of 1,000 likely voters revealed that 83 percent of voters believe that a greater emphasis on the arts, along with math, science, and technology would better prepare students for the demands of the 21st century.
